Social marketing and the establishment of the ISW-TBE.
Vaccination can only be offered effectively to the general public by the means of social marketing. Experience gained with tick-borne encephalitis (TBE) in Austria will be used to demonstrate the need and importance of this public health tool. After the realisation that only mass vaccination would effect a decrease in the number of TBE cases, a nation-wide TBE vaccination programme was initiated in 1981. Since then there has been a dramatic decrease in the incidence of TBE. The annual TBE-vaccination campaign is by far the most visible of all public health programmes in Austria and has been instrumental in reaching the present vaccination rate of 86% in this country. Outside of Austria TBE is rapidly becoming a growing public health problem in Europe and other parts of the world. In order to effectively contribute toward public health in general and, in specific, to encourage the control of TBE, an international effort was launched with the aim of alleviating this situation. As a first step towards this objective, renowned international experts on TBE created a new body: The International Scientific Working Group on Tick-Borne Encephalitis (ISW-TBE). This Working Group is comprised of internationally recognised scientific experts from endemic and non-endemic regions with extensive personal expertise in the field of TBE and a high level of commitment to improving the knowledge of and response to TBE.